The daily numbers of new cases of SARS in Taiwan up to 2 June have declined since mid-May (figure (top)). However, the delay caused by the incubation time as well as the time lag for diagnosis and reporting could result in subsequent under-reporting. To ascertain the true direction of the epidemic, we fitted an exponential curve with series autocorrelation in the error structure to the cumulative numbers of cases of SARS in Taiwan This indicates that even with the last outbreak in a healthcare setting in the south, control measures had started to take effect. However, recent developments in Toronto warn about the possible consequence of a single misreporting, lest we let down our guard.
